
technology which, when fully 
developed and applied, will 
reduce emissions even further.

Local coal
Using Welsh coal ensures:

 coal is mined in an 
environmentally 
responsible, sustainable 
and ethical manner 

 security of supply for 
local industries

 displacement of imported 
coal from countries such 
as Russia which has a 
much greater carbon 
footprint

 economic benefits remain 
in South Wales rather 
than being ‘lost’ abroad

 security of local  jobs

 Wales remains at the 
heart of a UK coal 
industry renaissance

Role of Coal
The UK needs a mix of energy 
sources to meet today’s rising 
demand and we are confident 
that coal reserves in
Wales can provide a fuel that 
can be relied on for years to 
come. Coal mining is also 
extremely important to the 
Welsh economy. A recent 
independent study revealed 
that for every job created in 
mining projects, up to three 
others are created in the 
supply chain, which includes 
smaller businesses in the heart 
of the local community.

We are committed to 
managing the impacts of 
the mining process and are 
supportive of the development 
of new efficient power stations 
which will reduce the CO2 
emissions associated with 
burning coal as fuel.

The government has also 
committed to investing in 
Carbon Capture and Storage 

Welcome 

Welcome to our exhibition which 
displays Celtic Energy’s proposals for the 
development of a new Surface Mine.  
We would like to hear your views and 
comments so that, where appropriate, they 
can be incorporated into the scheme design.

Who we are
Celtic Energy is Wales’ leading coal mining company, producing 
over one million tonnes of high-quality coal per year from three 
operational sites in South Wales.

We employ 370 people across our operation, at our three sites as 
well as the Coal Washery at Onllwyn and head office in Caerphilly, 
plus around 100 additional permanent contractors.

Our coal is supplied to meet the needs of industrial and domestic 
users across South Wales and further afield. Our customers include 
RWE npower’s Aberthaw Power Station and TATA Steel at Port 
Talbot as well as the wider UK market. We also have a thriving 
export trade supplying businesses throughout Europe.
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 Noise

 Vibration

 Dust & air quality

 Health impacts

 Visual impact

 Landscape impact

 Biodiversity and ecology

 Soil resource

 Geology

 Archaeology

 Hydrology and hydrogeology

 Socio-economic impact 

 Transport

 Cumulative impact

 Water environment

 Restoration and after-use

 Policy context

The Wider  

Environment 

We are aware of the importance of 
minimising the effect of our activity on the 
environment.

By environment we mean the physical, social and economic 
environment. This includes, for example, making sure that 
important habitats are protected, rare species are able to flourish 
and noise and dust levels are monitored to minimise any impact on 
our neighbours.

The development site has been selected to maximise the recovery of 
coal in a sustainable manner for the economic benefit of Wales. As 
part of our proposals we are obliged to prepare a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) that considers all those issues affecting the 
site and its wider surroundings. The EIA will be informed by surveys, 
studies and predictions carried out by consultants on our behalf.
 
 

Sustainable mining in practice
We were proud to achieve certification to the international ISO 
14001:2004 environmental standard for all our current surface 
mine operations, coal washery and distribution centre and head
office in Caerphilly. This demonstrates the importance we place 
on having the best possible procedures in place to manage our 
impact on the environment. It also shows our commitment to 
continuous improvement as once attained, ISO 14001 status is 
subject to regular internal and external review to ensure standards 
are maintained or improved upon.

The subjects to be 
assessed include: 
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