
 The working hours will remain 
the same as at present Mon-
Fri 6am ‘til 10pm and Sat 7am 
‘til 1pm, with no working 
on Sundays or Bank Holidays 
except for maintenance and 
pumping. 

 All overburden removed 
to access the coal will 
be incorporated into the 
restoration profile so as not 
to create any additional 
overburden tips.

 Progressive restoration will 
proceed as at present with 
public access to areas being 
granted as soon as is practical.

 The current restoration 
land use will be as currently 
permitted, with a mixture of 
woodland, wetland, pasture 
land upland grazing and 
nature conservation.

 The site will be contained 
within the same site boundary 
as at present.

 The additional working area is 
about 19 ha which will yield 
approximately 800,000 tonnes 
of coal at a rate of around 
6,000 tonnes per week.

 The working area is further 
away from all residential 
properties than the current 
working area.

 The number of lorries leaving 
the site on a daily basis will 
be the same as at present, 
with coal being transported 
to Onllwyn and other 
destinations.

 The extended area will be 
worked together with the 
remaining permitted site area 
over a period of seven years 
(including restoration).

A significant additional reserve of anthracite coal has 
been identified within the current boundary of the 
Selar Site. Our proposal is to extend the excavation 
area of the site to enable this coal to be worked. 
Subject to the relevant permissions and approvals, 
works in this area could begin in late 2013. 

We are currently preparing a planning application and part of the process is 
discussing our plans with members of the public. We would welcome any 
feedback that could help improve the proposed scheme.

Our proposals will continue to provide employment for approximately 100 people 
at the site for an additional four years as well as helping maintain the 72 jobs at 
the nearby Onllwyn Washery. 

We pride ourselves on employing the majority of our workforce from the 
communities close to our sites. Indeed many of our current employees come 
from nearby towns and villages including Cwmgwrach, Glynneath, Rhigos and 
Hirwaun/Penywaun.

The continuation of employment at the site for a further four years will be 
important to the local economy and communities and the additional operational 
period will also enable Celtic Energy to offer further apprenticeships for fitters, 
welders, electricians and engineers at the site.

A summary of our proposals is set out in the following bullet points:

Commitment to Consultation
Public consultation plays an important role in the planning process and helps 
to ensure any new development is successfully integrated with the surrounding 
area. We are committed to undertaking a comprehensive community 
consultation programme to help directly address any issues of concern. Taking 
account of comments received during this consultation exercise, we expect to 
be able to submit the application for Selar Central to Neath Port Talbot County 
Borough Council towards the middle of 2013.

We are keen to continue our positive relationship with the communities around 
Selar and are committed to maintaining these relationships as the scheme 
progresses.

Our Proposal  
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Our Track Record 
Once mining is completed, Celtic Energy
is committed to restoring sites to a 
variety of uses, ranging from nature 
reserves to business parks, to create 
associated benefits that can make positive 
contributions to the local community.

    
           
 

 

Once mining has been completed at Selar, the site will be restored to 
create a mixture of land uses including agriculture, forestry and wetland, 
as well as a nature reserve area for recreational and educational use.

Community Benefits
We appreciate that it is only by developing channels of open and honest 
communication that we can work closely with the local community. We 
are committed to continuing the Selar Liaison Fund which has to date, 
together with the Selar Trust Fund, donated over £1.5 million to the 
local community. Beneficiaries include; Rhigos Community Sports Hall, 
Cwmgwrach Welfare Hall, Glynneath Sports Club, students in further 
education plus clubs and individuals from across the three communities. 
The Selar Central Extension will add approximately a further £0.5 million to 
community funds.

We welcome your suggestions on how funds could best be spent in future.

Additional Community benefits created by Selar Central Extension:
 Continuation of employment for existing 100 employees 
 Opportunity for up to four additional apprenticeships over the 

operational period 
 Restoration of land back to agricultural woodland with wetland and 

watercourses 
 Further Enhancement of the Cwm Gwrelych Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) 
 Creation of a nature reserve open for recreational and educational use 
 Improved public access to be provided as soon as practical 
 Continuation of Selar Site Liaison Fund 
 Provision of community benefits for an additional four years

Ffos Las (Trimsaran) 
Mined until 1997 Ffos Las’ restoration 
was completed by 2000, after 
which the site was developed by 
Walters Group to become the UK’s 
first new National Hunt racecourse 
development in 80 years.

Kays & Kears (Blaenavon) 
Mined until 1997 as a land
reclamation/coal recovery scheme
in cooperation with Torfaen
Borough Council, the site is now
better known as Garn Lakes – a
scenic country park – after being
restored to provide a mix of public
open space and opportunities for
building development.

Brynhenllys Revised (Cwmllynfell) 
Situated partly within the Brecon
Beacons National Park, after mining

at the site was completed in 2003
it was restored to provide a mixture
of agricultural land and livestock
grazing, as well as woodland and
lakes.

Park Slip (Bridgend) 
Restoration of this site was
undertaken as a joint initiative
between British Coal Opencast and
The Wildlife Trust of South & West
Wales in 1990 to establish a Nature
Park. The reserve now supports a
diverse range of species, particularly
invertebrates, and is actively
managed for breeding lapwings.
The reserve received both a Prince
of Wales award in 1992 and,
together with Celtic Energy, a
2002 Rural Wales Award from the
Campaign for the Protection of
Rural Wales.

Celtic Energy Bannerstands 2013.indd   2 01/05/2013   15:37


