
technology which, when fully 
developed and applied, will 
reduce emissions even further.

Local coal
Using Welsh coal ensures:

 coal is mined in an 
environmentally 
responsible, sustainable 
and ethical manner 

 security of supply for 
local industries

 displacement of imported 
coal from countries such 
as Russia which has a 
much greater carbon 
footprint

 economic benefits remain 
in South Wales rather 
than being ‘lost’ abroad

 security of local  jobs

 Wales remains at the 
heart of a UK coal 
industry renaissance

Role of Coal
The UK needs a mix of energy 
sources to meet today’s rising 
demand and we are confident 
that coal reserves in
Wales can provide a fuel that 
can be relied on for years to 
come. Coal mining is also 
extremely important to the 
Welsh economy. A recent 
independent study revealed 
that for every job created in 
mining projects, up to three 
others are created in the 
supply chain, which includes 
smaller businesses in the heart 
of the local community.

We are committed to 
managing the impacts of 
the mining process and are 
supportive of the development 
of new efficient power stations 
which will reduce the CO2 
emissions associated with 
burning coal as fuel.

The government has also 
committed to investing in 
Carbon Capture and Storage 

Welcome 

Welcome to our exhibition which 
displays Celtic Energy’s proposals for the 
development of a new Surface Mine.  
We would like to hear your views and 
comments so that, where appropriate, they 
can be incorporated into the scheme design.

Who we are
Celtic Energy is Wales’ leading coal mining company, producing 
over one million tonnes of high-quality coal per year from three 
operational sites in South Wales.

We employ 370 people across our operation, at our three sites as 
well as the Coal Washery at Onllwyn and head office in Caerphilly, 
plus around 100 additional permanent contractors.

Our coal is supplied to meet the needs of industrial and domestic 
users across South Wales and further afield. Our customers include 
RWE npower’s Aberthaw Power Station and TATA Steel at Port 
Talbot as well as the wider UK market. We also have a thriving 
export trade supplying businesses throughout Europe.
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 Overburden would be stored 
above ground for a limited 
period with care being taken 
to minimise visual impact

 The restoration will aim 
to introduce better public 
access and help secure the 
biodiversity interest of the 
wider area

 All lorry traffic from the 
site would use the B4276 
as far as the A465 before 
travelling west to the 
Onllwyn Washery where the 
coal would be processed 
and transported to market 
by rail

 The site will be worked over 
a five year period with a 
further one and a half years 
of restoration

 The site will occupy an area of 
approximately 104 hectares

 The site will yield 1.2 million 
tonnes of coal at a rate of 
about 5000 tonnes a week

 The anticipated hours of 
working would be 0700 
to 1900 on Monday to 
Friday and 0700 to 1300 on 
Saturdays 

 Progressive restoration will 
be undertaken as the site 
develops 

A significant reserve of medium volatile steam 
coal has been identified in the Upper Cynon 
Valley. Our proposal is to begin works at the 
site subject to the relevant permissions and 
approvals, in late 2013. We are currently 
preparing a planning application and part of 
the process is informing members of the public of our plans. We would 
welcome any feedback that could help improve the proposed scheme.

Our proposals will provide employment for 50 people at the site as well 
as helping maintain the 65 jobs at the nearby Onllwyn Washery. We 
pride ourselves on employing the majority of our workforce from the 
communities close to our sites. Indeed many of our current employees 
come from nearby towns and villages including Llwydcoed, Penywaun, 
Hirwaun and Aberdare as well as Merthyr Tydfil. The additional jobs this 
scheme will create over six and a half years will also be important to the 
local economy and communities.

A summary of our proposals is set out in the following bullet points:

Commitment to Consultation
Public consultation plays an important role in the planning process and 
helps to ensure any new development is successfully integrated with the 
surrounding area. We are committed to undertaking a comprehensive 
community consultation programme to help directly address any 
issues of concern. Taking account of comments received during this 
consultation exercise, we expect to be able to submit the application for 
Bryn Defaid to Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council towards the 
end of 2012.

We are keen to establish a positive relationship with the communities 
around Bryn Defaid and are committed to developing those 
relationships as the scheme progresses.

Our Proposals  
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 Noise

 Vibration

 Dust & air quality

 Health impacts

 Visual impact

 Landscape impact

 Biodiversity and ecology

 Soil resource

 Geology

 Archaeology

 Hydrology and hydrogeology

 Socio-economic impact 

 Transport

 Cumulative impact

 Water environment

 Restoration and after-use

 Policy context

The Wider  
Environment 

We are aware of the importance of 
minimising the effect of our activity on the 
environment.

By environment we mean the physical, social and economic 
environment. This includes, for example, making sure that 
important habitats are protected, rare species are able to flourish 
and noise and dust levels are monitored to minimise any impact on 
our neighbours.

The development site has been selected to maximise the recovery of 
coal in a sustainable manner for the economic benefit of Wales. As 
part of our proposals we are obliged to prepare a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) that considers all those issues affecting the 
site and its wider surroundings. The EIA will be informed by surveys, 
studies and predictions carried out by consultants on our behalf.
 
 

Sustainable mining in practice
We were proud to achieve certification to the international ISO 
14001:2004 environmental standard for all our current surface 
mine operations, coal washery and distribution centre and head
office in Caerphilly. This demonstrates the importance we place 
on having the best possible procedures in place to manage our 
impact on the environment. It also shows our commitment to 
continuous improvement as once attained, ISO 14001 status is 
subject to regular internal and external review to ensure standards 
are maintained or improved upon.

The subjects to be 
assessed include: 
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Our Track Record 
Once mining is completed, we are 
committed to restoring sites to a variety 
of uses, ranging from nature reserves 
to business parks, to create associated 
benefits that can make positive 
contributions to the community. 

 

Following the completion of coal extraction at Bryn Defaid, the site 
will be restored to a mixture of habitat types including acid grassland, 
heathland and broadleaved wood. The main aims of this will be to 
replicate the features of the existing Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) (the key habitat), and provide greater access to the 
upland areas.

Community Benefits
We are committed to continuing to work positively with local people 
and would welcome suggestions from the community to help in our 
discussions with the council.

Community benefits created by our proposals:
 
 Securing the future of 50 direct jobs and a further 150 supporting 

jobs for the next six and a half years

 Supporting additional indirect employment, both with major 
employers and local small to medium sized businesses

 The opportunity to reclaim an area of former coal workings for public 
enjoyment and offering improved public access to the whole site 
post-restoration

 Providing major industries in South Wales, including TATA Steel, and RWE 
npower at Aberthaw Power Station, with locally sourced Welsh coal

 Boosting the South Wales economy by £75 million

 

Ffos Las (Trimsaran) 
Mined until 1997, Ffos Las’ 
restoration was completed by 2000, 
after which the site was developed 
by Walters Group to become 
the UK’s first new National Hunt 
racecourse development in 80 years.

Kays & Kears (Blaenavon) 
Mined until 1997 as a land 
reclamation/coal recovery scheme 
in cooperation with Torfaen 
Borough Council, the site is now 
better known as Garn Lakes – a 
scenic country park - after being 
restored to provide a mix of public 
open space and opportunities for 
building development. 

Brynhenllys Revised (Cwmllynfell) 
Situated partly within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park, after mining 
at the site was completed in 2003 

it was restored to provide a mixture 
of agricultural land and livestock 
grazing, as well as woodland and 
lakes.

Park Slip (Bridgend) 
Restoration of this site was 
undertaken as a joint initiative 
between the then British Coal 
Opencast and The Wildlife Trust 
of South & West Wales in 1990 to 
establish a Nature Park. The reserve 
now supports a diverse range of 
species, particularly invertebrates, 
and is actively managed for 
breeding lapwings. 

The Reserve received both a Prince 
of Wales award in 1992 and, 
together with Celtic Energy, a 
2002 Rural Wales Award from the 
Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural Wales.
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