
fully developed and applied, 
will reduce emissions even 
further.

Local coal
Using Welsh coal ensures:

 coal is mined in an 
environmentally 
responsible and ethical 
manner  

 security of supply for 
local industries 

 displacement of imported 
coal from countries such 
as Vietnam which has 
a much greater carbon 
footprint 

 economic benefits remain 
in South Wales rather 
than being ‘lost’ abroad 

 long term security of 
local jobs 

 Wales remains at the 
heart of a UK coal 
industry renaissance

Role of Coal
The UK needs a mix of energy 
sources to meet today’s 
rising demand and we are 
confident coal reserves in 
Wales can provide a fuel that 
can be relied on for years to 
come. Coal mining is also 
extremely important to the 
Welsh economy. A recent 
independent study revealed 
that for every job created in 
mining projects, up to three 
others are created in the 
supply chain, which includes 
smaller businesses in the heart 
of the local community.

We are committed to 
managing the impacts of 
the mining process and are 
supportive of the development 
of new efficient power stations 
which will reduce the CO2 
emissions associated with 
burning coal as fuel.

The government has also 
committed to investing in 
Carbon Capture and Storage 
technology (CCS) which, when 

Welcome 

Welcome to our exhibition which 
depicts our emerging proposals 
for the final development phase of 
the Nant Helen Surface Mine, to be 
known as Nant Helen Remainder.

Who we are
Celtic Energy is Wales’ leading coal mining company, producing 
nearly one million tonnes of high-quality coal per year from its three 
operational sites in South Wales.

We employ 290 people across our operation at the three sites, as 
well as the Coal Washery at Onllwyn and Head Office in Caerphilly, 
plus around 100 additional permanent contractors.

Celtic Energy’s coal is supplied to meet the needs of domestic and 
industrial users across South Wales. Our customers include RWE 
npower’s Aberthaw Power Station and Corus Steel at Port Talbot as 
well as the wider UK market. We also have a thriving export trade 
supplying businesses throughout Europe.
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 There will be no additional 
overburden stored above 
ground level

 
 Progressive restoration will 

be undertaken as the site 
develops

 
 It will facilitate the 

comprehensive restoration 
of the former Gwaunton site 
which was abandoned some 
40 years ago

  
 There will be no new traffic 

on the roads - all coal 
will be taken to nearby 
Onllwyn washery before 
transportation by rail

 Current coaling operations 
at Nant Helen are due to 
be completed by late 2012/
early 2013

 
 The existing site area is 326 

hectares. The proposed 
extension will add a further 
24 hectares (an increase of 
7%)

 
 The extension will yield an 

additional 1.9 million tonnes 
of coal over four and a half 
years at a rate of about 
8,500 tonnes per week

 
 There will be no change 

to the current permitted 
working hours

 

Our Proposals for 
Nant Helen Remainder 

A significant reserve of high quality anthracite 
coal is located to the south and west of the 
existing Nant Helen site. Although coaling at 
the current site is not due to end until late 2012/early 2013, we are 
preparing a planning application in good time with a view to achieving 
continuity of both coal extraction and employment.

Our proposals will provide security of employment for the 125 people 
currently working on the site as well as helping maintain the 65 jobs 
at the nearby Onllwyn washery. With more than 80 per cent of our 
employees living within 10 miles, this is an important decision for the 
local economy and communities.  A successful application could see 
these jobs secured for the next seven and a half years.

A summary of our proposals is set out in the following bullet points:

Commitment to Consultation
Public consultation plays an important role in the planning process and 
helps to ensure any new development is successfully integrated with the 
surrounding area. We are committed to undertaking a comprehensive 
community consultation programme to help directly address any 
issues of concern. Taking account of comments received during this 
consultation exercise we expect to be able to submit the application for 
Nant Helen Remainder to Powys County Council towards the end of the 
year. 

We have worked hard to establish a positive relationship with the 
communities around Nant Helen and are committed to continuing to 
develop these strong links.
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 Health impacts

 Noise

 Vibration

 Dust  &  Air Quality

 Visual Impact

 Landscape Impact

 Ecology

 Soil Resource

 Geology

 Archaeology

 Hydrology and Hydrogeology

 Socio-economic impact

The Wider  
Environment 

Celtic Energy is aware of the importance of 
minimising the effect of its activity on the 
environment.

By environment we mean the physical, social and economic 
environment. This includes, for example, making sure that important 
habitats are protected, rare species are able to flourish, and noise and 
dust levels are monitored to minimise any impact on our neighbours.

The additional area to be excavated is predominantly a coniferous 
forest plantation and we are committed to maintaining as many 
of the existing trees as possible for as long as possible to assist in 
managing any visual and noise issues.  As part of our proposals 
for Nant Helen Remainder, we are obliged to prepare a full 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) that considers all those 
issues affecting the site and its wider surroundings. The EIA will 
be informed by surveys, studies and predictions carried out by 
consultants on our behalf. 
 

Sustainable mining in practice
Celtic Energy was proud to achieve certification to the international 
ISO 14001:2004 environmental standard for all its current surface 
mine operations, coal washery and  distribution centre and Head 
Office in Caerphilly.  This demonstrates the importance we place 
on having the best possible procedures in place to manage our 
impact on the environment. It also shows our commitment to 
continuous improvement as once attained, ISO 14001 status is 
subject to regular internal and external review to ensure standards 
are maintained or improved upon. 

The subjects to be 
assessed include: 
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Our Track Record 
Once mining is completed, Celtic 
Energy is committed to restoring sites 
to a variety of uses, ranging from 
nature reserves to business parks, to 
create associated benefits that can 
make positive contributions to the 
community. 

 

Following the completion of coal extraction at Nant Helen, the site will 
be restored to a mixture of habitat types, with broadleaf woodland 
replacing coniferous plantations and improved public access, including 
the establishment of strong links with the Sustrans cycle network 
running close by.

Community Benefits
We appreciate that it is only by developing channels of open and honest 
communication that we can work in harmony with the local community.  
We are committed to continuing to work positively with local people 
and would welcome suggestions from the community to help in our 
discussions with the council.

Community benefits created by our proposals at Nant Helen:
 
 Securing the future of 190 direct jobs for the next seven and a half 

years
 
 Supporting additional indirect employment, both with major 

employers and local small to medium sized businesses
 
 The opportunity to reclaim a derelict former coal site for public 

enjoyment and offering improved public access to the whole site 
post restoration

 
 Providing major industries in South Wales, including Corus Steel, with 

locally sourced Welsh coal.

 

Ffos Las (Trimsaran) 
Mined until 1997 Ffos Las’ 
restoration was completed by 2000, 
after which the site was developed 
by Walters Group to become 
the UK’s first new National Hunt 
racecourse development in 80 years.

Kays & Kears (Blaenavon) 
Mined until 1997 as a land 
reclamation/coal recovery scheme 
in cooperation with Torfaen 
Borough Council, the site is now 
better known as Garn Lakes - a 
scenic country park - after being 
restored to provide a mix of public 
open space and opportunities for 
building development. 

Brynhenllys Revised (Cwmllynfell) 
Situated partly within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park, after mining 
at the site was completed in 2003 

it was restored to provide a mixture 
of agricultural land and livestock 
grazing, as well as woodland and 
lakes.

Park Slip (Bridgend) 
Restoration of this site was 
undertaken as a joint initiative 
between the then British Coal 
Opencast and The Wildlife Trust 
of South & West Wales in 1990 to 
establish a Nature Park. The reserve 
now supports a diverse range of 
species, particularly invertebrates, 
and is actively managed for 
breeding lapwings. 

The Reserve received both a Prince 
of Wales award in 1992 and, 
together with Celtic Energy, a 
2002 Rural Wales Award from the 
Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural Wales.
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