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Frequently Asked Questions – Selar North Extension 
 

1. What are you proposing for Selar? 
Celtic Energy is in the process of preparing an application to seek planning permission for a 

northern extension to its existing surface mine at Selar, near Glynneath in South Wales. 

 

2. Where exactly is the site you are proposing to develop, and how big will the new 
development be? 
The proposed site is an extension to the North of our existing surface coal mining operation at 

Selar near Glynneath in South Wales.  The site has been operating since 1997, and current 

coaling operations are due to be completed by the end of 2009.   

 

The existing site area is some 330ha with the proposed extension adding a further 54 

hectares to the north of the main operational site boundary.  The potential coal extraction area 

itself will be around 55ha and is anticipated as linking to the existing Selar void by a narrow 

cutting approximately 50m wide.  

 

3. What is the site currently used for? 
Approximately one third of the proposed Selar North site lies within the boundary of the 

existing permitted Selar opencast site.  The majority of the proposed site is mature coniferous 

woodland plantation which could be felled at any time after 2010. 

 

4. How much coal do you think there is? 
Prospecting indicates that there is an estimated 1.25 million tonnes within the extension area 

– we propose that this would be mined at a rate of approximately 300,000 tonnes per year. At 

this rate, coaling would be completed within four years of commencing operations, with a 

further 12 months required for restoration. 

 

5. How will you ensure you do not have a detrimental effect on the local environment? 
As part of its proposals, Celtic Energy will produce a full Environmental Impact Assessment to 

ensure we fully understand the issues and have a plan in place to deal with them.   

 

The topics that will be addressed by the EIA have been informed by our experience of 

operations at the existing Selar site and similar surface mine sites elsewhere, and a formal 

scoping opinion issued by Neath Port Talbot CBC.  They will include, but not be limited to 
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landscape/visual impacts; ecology; hydrology and hydrogeological studies; noise; blast 

vibration; dust air quality and health impacts and traffic. 

 

6. Will access to Parish Road remain restricted? If so, for how long? 
Yes, this rural link road runs through the heart of the existing and proposed site and therefore 

would need to remain closed for the full five-year lifespan of the extension, re-opening once 

restoration has been complete in 2015.  

 

7. How many jobs will it create and how can we be assured that local people will be 
considered to fill these roles? 
Employing local people has always been a priority for Celtic Energy. Across the company’s 

individual sites, and including the washery at Onllwyn, nearly 80 per cent of employees live 

within 10 miles of their place of work, whilst at Selar in particular, more than 80 per cent of the 

employees live within five miles of the site. These figures underline our commitment to 

providing jobs for local people. In the event of planning permission being granted for the 

proposed extension at Selar, then up to 65 additional jobs will be created (in addition to the 65 

current jobs) and provided the applicants have the necessary skills then we will continue to 

employ local people. 
 
8. Given Government focus on implementing renewable energy sources and achieving 
targets to reduce carbon emissions nationally, why is coal still needed from Selar?   
The UK Government energy policy acknowledges that we must have a mix of energy sources, 

including renewable, nuclear and fossil fuels. Coal currently contributes about a third of the 

UK energy requirements and Government acknowledges that coal will remain a significant 

part of a future balanced energy supply.   

 

The Government also recognizes that there is an emerging energy gap that cannot currently 

be filled by nuclear power, renewables or energy efficiency measures.  It can only be met by 

coal or gas. Whilst gas may appear the easy option, prices can fluctuate significantly and of 

course it is far less secure than coal.   

 

We believe that locally sourced and sustainably mined coal will play an important part of 

keeping the lights on in the future alongside supporting the moves towards clean coal 

technology and carbon capture. 

 

 
 
 



 

 3

9. Celtic Energy never puts anything back into the community, it just causes a blight 
on the area. 
Celtic Energy is proud of its track record in supporting the communities in which it operates 

and of its record on creating sustainable local employment.  As an example, one of the 

important elements of the existing Selar development was the establishment of the 

Blaengwrach Nature Reserve to help mitigate for the loss of the Selar Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) which lay within the boundaries of the development area.   

 

The Nature Reserve covers a surface area of some 85 hectares, and includes a detailed 

scheme for the translocation of species rich grassland from the SSSI, and the management 

and enhancement of existing features within the Nature Reserve.  The Reserve is managed 

by Celtic Energy, and the establishment of the Reserve has been monitored by NPTC, CCW 

and the South and West Wales Wildlife Trust. 

 

10. How does mining coal benefit the local economy? 
An independent report from the Glamorgan Business School which was recently published 

describes the major cumulative impact that coal mining has on the wider Welsh economy. 

The key findings of the report identify that:  

 

• coal has a vital role to play in maintaining secure and affordable energy supplies in the 

UK and across the globe 

• in Wales, coal is likely to continue to be an important element of the overall energy mix in 

coming decades.  Although renewables will play an increasing role, they will not provide 

enough capacity immediately and coal will have a role in filling the gap  

• coal mining is extremely important to the Welsh economy, as for every job created in 

mining projects, up to three others are created at suppliers and in the local community as 

a result 

  

Celtic Energy is the largest coal producer in Wales and it employs 290 people in total, if using 

the same multiplier effect, where additional jobs are created in the community and amongst 

suppliers, then Celtic Energy’s activities could generate 870 jobs in total.   

 

11. Doesn’t the Welsh Assembly Government’s new Technical Advice Note on coal 
mean you can’t develop new reserves near to existing settlements? 
Our plans are being designed to take full regard for the local community and for both local 

and national policies.  At Selar, there are no settlements within 500 metres of the proposed 

extraction area reflecting advice regarding buffer zones set out in MTAN2 (Coal) (Welsh 
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Assembly Government: January 2009), although the adopted Neath Port Talbot Development 

Plan refers to buffer zones of 200 metres from any settlements. 

 

12. How are you consulting with the local community? 
In advance of submitting a planning application, we are committed to proper consultation with 

the local community and their representatives.  Coordinating a series of public exhibitions to 

which local residents were invited to attend, we put on display our proposals for the extension 

with members of the project team in attendance throughout the events to answer any 

questions. Members of the public are also being asked to feed back their thoughts on any 

issues and concerns arising which will be taken into consideration by Celtic Energy when it 

comes to shaping the final planning application.  

 
The public exhibitions took place as follows:  

• Monday 29 June, 10.00-19.00     Welfare Hall, Cwmgwrach, SA11 5TB 

• Wednesday 1 July, 10.00-20.00  Social Club, Glynneath, SA11 5AW  

• Friday 3 July, 10.00-20.00   Community Centre, Rhigos, CF44 9BJ 

 

13. What if I couldn’t attend the exhibitions? 
All of the information on display at the exhibitions is available to download from the ‘Selar 

Consultation’ pages of the Celtic Energy website www.coal.com , along with a feedback form 

so that you can register any response you might have regarding the proposals.  We request 

that you do this by 31st July so that your feedback can be considered as the final planning 

application is being shaped.  

 

There is also in place a freephone telephone line 0845 678 943 and e-mail 

enquiries@coal.com if you wish to contact us directly with any specific questions you might 

have regarding the proposals.  

 

14. What happens next? 
As noted above, we are currently preparing an Environmental Impact Assessment which will 

be published as an Environmental Statement to accompany the Planning Application. The full 

application will, where possible, take into account the comments received from the residents 

and other stakeholders and it is anticipated that the application will be ready for submission to 

the local planning authorities in September. The planning authorities will then consult widely, 

both with local communities and statutory authorities before issuing their decision, which 

would be anticipated sometime in 2010. 

 
- ENDS - 

http://www.coal.com/
mailto:enquiries@coal.com
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